Environment (Wales) Act 2016 Part 1 – Section 6
The Biodiversity and Resilience of Ecosystems Duty Report 2025
	                                                                                                                                                                                                  Colwinston Community Council 	

Introduction 

Colwinston Community Council serves approximately 500 residents. The Council runs some areas in the Village such as the Village green and Little Hill steps. Over recent years the Council has also worked with a volunteer group in an area known as the Old Ford and it has recently rescued a piece of ancient woodland. Regular updates on all aspects of work undertaken in these areas are provided to the Council at its monthly meetings. 
Decision Making  -  The Council is also fully aware of its role as a statutory consultee within planning matters and is mindful of the potential impact to the biodiversity of the area. 

Action Report  - 
	Action carried out to       Action carried out                                 Monitored by 


	Embed biodiversity into decision making & procurement
	Planning Applications that are considered unacceptable to the environment / area are objected to.  

	Full Council 






	Raise awareness of biodiversity & its importance
	The Council is continuing its work with the Old Ford Project Group in working with the volunteers to regenerate the area. 
It is the Council’s intention to develop a   programme work for the area with a plan to be developed in conjunction with the group.  

The Council continues to support a regular volunteer litter pick.  



Documenting and publicising progress to encourage community interest and volunteers and raise awareness of the biodiversity in the community. 

Encourage training sessions for Councillors and the Clerk as appropriate.  

	Full Council and records maintained in minutes







Full Council to publicise via website and social media

Council website and Social media. 



Full Council


	Safeguard principal species and habitats
	Manage wood and hedgerow areas to encourage biodiversity.

Work with Old Ford Project group to safeguard species and habitats. 



	Full Council 

Full Council working with Volunteers. 

Records maintained in Full Council minutes. 


	Restore & create habitats and resilient ecological networks
	Ensure new projects contribute and enhance the biodiversity of the area.  Ensuring there is no negative impact on protected species and wildlife.

The Council has rescued a piece of ancient woodland and is working with Volunteers to maintain the area. The Council with the support of the volunteers has paid for bluebells to be planted in the area which has introduced more pollinator opportunities in the locality and has managed the  wooded areas and introduced new tree and hedgerow planting where possible.


	
Full Council and recorded in Council minutes.

	Tackle negative factors: for e.g. reduce pollution, use nature based solutions, address invasive species
	A regular litter pick takes place within the community. 

The Council reviews any new planning applications for implications on the environment. 

The Council liaises with the local school in respect of ways to reduce the number of parents driving their children to school which has an impact on pollution and health and safety. 
	Full Council 






Full Council and the Council’s representative on the Governing Body of the school. 



	Use improve and share evidence
	The Council supports the production of a village newsletter which provides regular updates to the community in particular in relation to the work being undertaken at the Old Ford and the woodland. 

Ensure the Council’s website provides information on current projects and  information on the Environment (Wales) Act 2016 Part 1 – The Biodiversity and Resilience of Ecosystems Duty.

	Full Council 

	Support capacity and/or other organisations
	Where possible provide guidance, grants and support to local organisations so they can deliver improvements in the local environment, biodiversity and sustainability of the community.

The Council continues to support the Old Ford Project and the woodland area. 

The Council will continue to engage with the school to encourage involvement in the environment. 

The Council will continue to work with the Vale Council to support all activities within the area. 
 
	Full Council 


	
Review of s6 duty


	· What if any, barriers have there been?  In the main cost as the Council has a limited budget but the Council looks to develop a management plan to assist with future maintenance of such areas. 
· What has worked well?  
The Council ensures where possible that work is given to local contractors which not only fosters good community working but also has an impact on the reduction of the carbon footprint.
The creation of wildflower and plant areas for habitats and species.  
The work of volunteers who have proved invaluable to the work of the Council. 
· Proposals for the Future – 
Management maintenance plans for Projects to be developed. 

Continue to raise local awareness in relation to biodiversity and sustainability and ensure that the Council’s website and social media sites provide updated information on the Council’s work and its work with volunteers as appropriate. .
· How and when will the s6 duty be monitored and the s6 plan reviewed?
The biodiversity plan to be discussed and agreed on an annual basis at Full Council will detail the activities to be undertaken by the Council in implementing the plan. 



